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Kadinhgin Siirsel Temsili Poetic Representation of Femininity
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ABD ve Orta Dogu'daki kadinlarla is birligi yaparak By collaborating with women in the United States and

Ozlimiize, fizikselligimize ve bizi insan yapan the Middle East, I focus on our essence, our physicality

ortak yonlerimize odaklaniyorum. Sonucta kadin and the commonalities that make us human, ultimately
oznelliginin kiiltiirel hatlar boyunca paralel olarak highlighting how female subjectivity develops in parallel

nasil gelistigini vurguluyorum. Jorms across cultural lines.
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Ubnan dogumlu Amerikal bir kadin ve anne
olarak kilturler arasi deneyimlerim sanatimi
sekillendiriyor. Galismalarimi hem yasadigim
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde hem de geldigim
Orta Dogu’da kadin ergenligi ve kadinlk
fotograflan araciigiyla bu deneyimlerin altinda
yatan evrensellik baglaminda kisisel ve kolektif
kimlik meselelerini kesfetmeye adadim. Simdi
yetiskinlige adim atan ve sadece bireyselliklerini
degil, ayni zamanda kendilerini icinde bulduklari
cevreyle nasil yUzlestiklerini anlatan gencg
kadinlarla ilgileniyorum. Onlarla birlikte bir anlati
olusturuyorum. Bu sireg¢ is birlik¢i bir sekilde
ylrUr ve fotograf cekimi seansi, katilimcilar
etkilesimde bulundukcga dogal bir sekilde gelisir.
Cevre Uzerinde hakimiyet kurarak ortami kendi
alanlari haline getirirler. Kendimi onlarin gticline

ve gbérkemli varliklarina odaklanirken buluyorum.

Calismalarim, fiziksel gcevremiz ve evrensel
insanlikla olan iggudusel iliskiler baglaminda
“olma” hallerini, -blylimenin tedirgin edici
guzelligi ve kirilganligini- ele almakla beraber
is birligi, deney, performans, glic verme ve
yaraticih@in ve kendini ifade etmenin sinirlarini
zorlamakla da ilgili.

s a Lebanese-born American woman and mother,
my cross-cultural experiences inform my art. | have
dedicated my work to exploring issues of personal
and collective identity through photographs of
female adolescence and womanhood —both in the
United States where | live and the Middle East where
I am from —in an effort to focus on notions of identity
and individuality within the context of the underlying
universality of these experiences. | am interested in
young women as they enter adulthood today, and in
portraying not only their individuality, but also how
they interact with the environment they find
themselves in. | create a narrative with them.

The process is collaborative, and the photo

session evolves organically as they become active
participants in the image-making process, presiding
over the environment, and making it their own.

I find myself focusing on their strength and their
majestic presence. My work addresses the states of
“Becoming” —the fraught beauty and the vulnerability
of growing up— in the context of the visceral
relationships to our physical environment and
universal humanity, but it is also about collaboration,
experimentation, performance, empowerment,

and about pushing the limits of creativity and self-
expression.
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Yaslarinin ham giizelligini, I want to portray the raw
bireyselliklerini, fizikselliklerini, beauty of their age, their
dokularmi ve gizemlerini tasvir individuality, physicality,

etmek istiyorum. texture, and mystery.
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‘ ‘ Glizel, canl, gecmis kadihk
temsillerine son derece sadik
bicimde, nesnelestirici bakisla
hem yiizlesen hem de ona meydan
okuyan bir mercekten bakiyorum.
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Onlar1 bir kadin
ve bir anne
olarak
gordiigiim
sekilde
fotografliyorum.

I photograph
them the way 1,
a woman and
a mother,

see them.
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Beautiful, alive, through a
lens that both confronts and
challenges the objectifying
gaze so true to representations
of femininity past.
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