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Portraits tell quiet tales

Photographer Rania
Matar’s stunning images
onview in Cleveland

By Anderson Turner
AB]/Ohio.com correspondent

The visual arts often take a
leadership role in improving a
neighborhood economically and
how it is perceived in the com-
munity. Further, the visual arts
act as portals to perspectives
and reminders that the world is
broader than the region in which
you live.

Transformer Stationis a
space for contemporaryartin a
historic Cleveland building that
has been given a “minimalist”
addition. Located in the boom-
ing Ohio City neighborhood, the
space offers several exhibits a
year including some organized

by the Cleveland Museum of Art.

Currently on view is “In Her
Image: Photographs by Rania
Matar.” The exhibit, organized
by the Cleveland Museum of
Art, features 42 large-scale
color images made between
2009 and 2016 and surveys
four different series by this
Lebanese-American photog-
rapher, “L’Enfant-Femme,”
“Becoming,” “A Girl and
Her Room” and “Unspoken
Conversations.” Matar uses
portraits to “examine the nature
of female identity in girlhood,
adolescence and middle age in
the United States and the Middle
East.”

The photos are all of equal size
and are presented at the same
height throughout both of the

See MATAR, D3

“Maryam 9, Beirut, Lebanon,” from the series “L'Enfant-
Femme,” 2011. [RANIA MATA/COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY]
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buildings’ galleries, at
the entrance and in one
special location in the
stairwell. The different
series are mixed together,
creating a sense of bhurred
lines between two cul-
tures. It's often hard to tell
the physical location of
the person photographed.
This isimportant, as
the artist, who isof
Palestinian descent and
born and raised in Beirut,
emphasizes the “under-
lying similarities rather
than apparent differences
across cultures,” and
looks for the “beauty in
our shared humanity.”
Matar has livedin the
United States since 1084
and was schooled in art
and architecture, but not
photography. She began
by photographing her
children, and the tragedy
of Sept. 11, 2001, inspired
her to use the mediumto
tell a “different story of
the Middle East.” She was
further inspired by visits
toPalestinian refugee
camps beginning in 2002
where she felt astrong
connection with the
women there, especially
the mothers. The artist’s
ability to form a commec-
tion comes through in the
portraits and is part of
what makes the exhibit so
intriguing.
"Maryam 9, Beirut,
Lebanon,"isa2011 pho-
tograph from the series
"L’Enfant-Femme,"
which explores “how girls
on the cusp of puberty
often adopt stereotypical
personas derived from
mass media when posing
for the camera.” The
image is of a young girl
wearing a hijab, a long
sleeve shirt and pants.
She’s got a serious look
on her face, or at least a
look that demands to be
taken seriously, and sheis
standing in what appears
tobe her living room.
Maryam is wearing all
white with a gray shawl
and she commands the
entire center of the image.
Even though sheis only
gyears old, the way
in which sheisphoto-
graphed, combined with
her demeanor, gives the
composition a timeless
feel. Thisimage stuck
with me, a father of two
young women, It's remi-
niscent of the little flashes
of the “people your chil -
dren are about to become”
that often only parents get
the joy of seeing.
"Sorayaand Tala,
Yarze, Lebanon" is from
the series "Unspokm
Conversahons J"which

middle-aged mothers
toconvey the complex-
ity and universality of
the mother-daughter
relationship.” This is the
type of image that proves

“Leila and Souraya,
Jounieh, Lebanon,” from
the series “Unspoken
Conversations,” 2015.
[RANIA MATAR/COURTESY OF
THE ARTIST AND ROBERT KLEIN

Massachusetts,” from the
series “L'Enfant-Femme,”
2011. [RANIA MATAR/
COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY]

the old saying "the apple
does not fall far from
thetree.” Themother
and daughter are photo-
graphed side by side, but
the mother is standing in
front of a white section of
wall while the daughter is
off to her side, with a large
abstract painting in the
background behind her.
The daughter is wearing
dark blue and the mother
is wearing white.

Their placement, their
clothes and the similar
looks on their faces help
define them together, but
individually as well. It’s
a stunning image, both
because of the physical
beauty of the two sub-
jects, but also because
they and their houselook

Details

Show: "In Her Image:
Photographs by Rania
Matar"

When: Through Jan. 13
Where: Transformer
Station, 1460 W. 29th St.,
Cleveland

Hours: 11 am.to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday; 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday
Admission: Free
Information: 216-938-5429

“Soraya and Tala, Yarze, Lebanon,” from the series “Unspoken Conversations,” 2014. [RANIA MATAR/COURTESY OF THE
ARTIST AND ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY]

so Westemn, which flies in
the face of preconceived
notions about Lebanon.

"Siena, Brookline,
Massachusetts,"is a2009
image from the series
"A Girl and Her Room"
which portrays teens in
their bedrooms, and this
is a photo of ateen with
a capital T. The subject
has a faraway look in her
eyeeventhoughshe is
looking sideways at her
laptop. There areimages
of models all over the wall
behind her, whichis inter-
esting since it highlights
the concemns parents
have about children and
body image. Perhaps
most importantly, inthe
context of the other sub-
jects in the exhibit, this
image feels like the others
regardless of the country
of origin.

"Christilla, Rabieh,
Lebanon" from2010is
also from this series. The
subject is sitting sideways
on a chair with a large
photo of Marilyn Monroe
on the wall behind her.
Sheis bookended by
her television and what
appears tobe artwork she
made, as well as a pink bra
hanging on acloset door.
Things litter the floor and

like the image "Siena,"

“Christilla, Rabieh, Lebanon,” from the series “A Girl and

Her Room,” 2010. [RANIA MATAR/COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY]

"Christilla" feels very “of
atime” inateenagegirl's
life, as the subject while
not exactly leermg outat
youls gazing in away that
many of the

stresses we all face at this
point in our trajectory.

Shows like this help
tochange perceptions
and start conversations.
Like visual arts generally,
and the space they are
displayed in, the photo-
graphs serve asa portal to
amore inclusive perspec-
tive on commumity and
the potential for our place
internationally. They lead
our eyes to amore hopeful
horizon.

Tuesday, December 4
7:30 p.m.
Akron Civic Theatre

Ring in the holidays with the world’s
most famous (and fun) brass ensemble!

) tuesday musucal
' FUZE senas

330-761 -3460
tuesdaymusncal.org

Contact Anderson Turner
at haturner3@gmail.com.

38th Annual

Christmas Arts & Crafts Show

Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 2018

(Always the first weekend in December)

y -,, 1 E.J. Thomas Hall
{f Akron, Ohio

A Holiday Tradition at E.J. Thomas Hall!

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Noon - 7pm
10am - 6pm
10am - 4pm

¢ OFF

one admission
with this AD!

5

Located on the U of Akron campus at University Avenue & Hill Street.

* Admission $5.00 e Seniors (62) $4.50 ¢ Children 12 and under FREE

Use E.J.T. parking deck, student parking on Hill 5t. & New parking deck
off Hill St. between Buchtel Ave. & Forge St. Campus Parking FREE!

raabshows@gmail.com (440) 724-4485
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